Recurrence after strictureplasty or resection for Crohn's disease.
This study attempts to define whether there is an increased need for reoperation in patients with small bowel Crohn's disease treated by strictureplasty compared with those treated by small bowel resection. Previous studies of the rate of reoperation for small bowel Crohn's disease do not distinguish between reoperation performed because of a lesion at the original operation site and that undertaken because of a lesion at a distant site. This study analyses the need for reoperation only at the original site of operation and measures operation-free intervals. The site specific operation-free intervals in 41 patients with small bowel Crohn's disease treated by strictureplasty were not significantly different from the similar intervals in 41 patients treated by a small bowel resection.